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SOPHIA SCHOLAR
What is Sophia Scholar?
Sophia Scholar is a faculty profile service hosted by SelectedWorks, branded as a part of St. Catherine
University, and managed by the St. Catherine University Libraries. Sophia Scholar allows faculty to build
an online scholarly presence that is compelling, promotes visibility, facilitates sharing, measures impact
and puts scholarship and creative work at the center. And most importantly, it can be done with
minimal work on our faculty’s part using data they have already submitted.

Why use SelectedWorks?


Well-designed, easy-to-use, and flexible interface. It has a consistent look and feel, with
University branding, but is customizable.
For example, faculty can change categories and organization of their works when they
want. This is a particularly helpful feature when applying for external funding.



Supports a mediated administrative model, allowing librarians and faculty to co-administer
profiles, giving them control, but enabling us to help build and maintain the profiles.



Underlying software is optimized for Google search, making the profiles highly discoverable.
“In the last several months downloads of my scholarship from my [SelectedWorks] site have
far surpassed the total distribution of all my work in the previous twenty five years.”
Rev. Dr. Edward R. Udovic, VP for Teaching and Learning at DePaul University



Metrics dashboard gives faculty the ability to track use and downloads of profile.

Why the library?
Scholarly communication is at the center of our work in the library. We work with faculty, students,
and staff across disciplines to support their curricular, research, and creative work. In addition, we have
experience working with data, metadata, and determining publisher’s archiving policies. This
experience, along with our professional training, makes us well positioned to support the faculty in the
distribution and promotion of their scholarship and of their scholarly and creative identity.

What have we done so far?
We have met with a number of campus partners to ensure that this service would integrate with
existing products, fill a campus-wide need, and be well-received by faculty and administrators. This
has included: faculty in STEM departments and the MLIS program; Office of Research and Sponsored
Programs; Institutional Research, Planning, and Assessment; and the Visual Communications director.
We have created over 20 faculty and staff profiles, mostly in STEM departments, and have begun the
process of linking works to these profiles. No profile is made visible without faculty permission. Visible
profiles are available: http://sophia.stkate.edu/sw_gallery.html

Moving Forward
We will continue to meet with departments and individual faculty. We will work towards building profiles for
all interested faculty, seek permissions for posting links to works on existing profiles, and revise our processes
as we get feedback from faculty.
We hope to be able to integrate Sophia Scholar profiles with faculty University web pages in a way that works
for everyone and promotes our faculty and their work in the best possible way.
Thank you for meeting with us today!
Contact us with questions:
Heather Tompkins, hltompkins@stkate.edu, x6653
Emily Asch, ejasch@stkate.edu, x6650

